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HORSES EVOLVED ON THE OPEN PLAINS, MAKING THEM ACUTELY AWARE OF
MOVEMENT, FAR AND NEAR, AS WELL AS POTENTIAL THREATS, AND TEACHES
THEM TO SURVIVE VIA FLIGHT. THEY LIVE IN THE PRESENT DESPITE THEIR
INCREDIBLE MEMORIES, AS THERI FOREBRAIN IS MUCH DIFFERENT FROM
WORRYING HUMANS. THEIR EYES ARE LARGER THAN ANY OTHER LAND
MAMMALS, TWICE THE SIZE OF HUMANS. THEY SEE % OF THE CLARITY
HUMANS SEE, BUT CAN SEE FARTHER AND HAVE EXCELLENT VISION WHILE
RUNNING. THEIR REPTILIAN BRAINS CAUSE THEIR REACTION TIME TO BE 7X
FASTER THAN OURS AS HUMANS. THEY HEAR A WIDER RANGE OF
FREQUENCY, HEAR LOWER VOLUMES, HEAR GREATER DISTANCES. WIND
DISRUPTS THEIR ENTIRE WAY OF HEARING. IT CAN DISTRACT AND BLUR, BUT
ALSO SHARPEN AND CAUSE ANXIETY. THEIR PREHENSILE NOSE SORTS FOOD
AND IS USED FOR NUZZLING. THE FLEHMEN RESPONSE (SMILE) IS USED TO
MEMORIZE AND LEARN NEW SMELLS. THEY NATURALLY ENJOY SALTY THINGS,
LEARN TO LOVE SWEET, AND DISLIKE SOUR. THERE ARE NO SEPARATION OF
THESE SENSES - INPUT IS INPUT IN ANY FORM. | WONDER HOW THE SOUND
OF HELICOPTERS AFFECT THE PSYCHE OF THE MUSTANG. THEY FEEL THEM
COMING IN THEIR MUZZLES AND WHISKERS AND HOOVES AS THEY GRAZE.
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Saturday, Feb 22

Maybe i will move to the desert, to celebrate and agitate our lingering youth, our lost
souls, and our feet as they carry us many miles into the unknown. Danced all night, felt
bliss all day, wish bliss was endless. Been losing a lot of things in thesis/life mindfuck -
remember to plan for future, clean ur kitchen, call ur mother, wash ur hair, buy some
carrots, return that hoodie. Look for other things you may be forgetting as well.
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When God made colts

I'm sure had a chuckle

Puttin on those great heavy hooves
That caused my knees to buckle

Being a cowboy, you don't get o prestige

Or money

You just get the option to quit whenever you desire |
But you'd be an absolute fool o do anything of that nature

You don't get into it for any money or prestige either
No, you getinto it because your daddy was a cowboy
And you are a

And you are just looking to go home
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) cattle near the Vhite Mountain,
In the shadows of the Checkerboard Area of Wyoming's Red Desert,
questions swarmed around my mind

Of the i who had claimed there, most forgotten now and long dead.
Still, I wondered what had prompted them to leave their world behind
Searching for a life uncertain in a vast and rugged region,

Up and leave their home and kin for opportunity 1o find,

Takinglitle more to start with then an idea and & reason

And the dream of their succeeding in a future yet defined
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Then, as we point our cattle homeward, letting dogs bring up the rear,
And we leave what's left of, once, somebody's hopes and dreams behind,
I'm convinced that "no quit" attitude will always persevere

And that's the essence and the promise and the crown of humankind.
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Thursday, Feb 20

Notes from meeting with Linda -
“Buck” may be a loaded word to some people (thinking of a derogatory name forced on
male people of color - more research?) try out BUTCH LIBERTY MAVERICK - Butch
‘may even work out better, funnier, loaded in a way that | feel more inclined to )
stereotype? My grandpa's name is Butch. Butch is all tough, no nonsense. Do parent's
name their children Butch? Do they do it as a joke?

Ask midterm review panel WHAT IS THE CORE OF THIS WORK?HOW SHALL |
PRESENT/SHARE THIS WORK?

I've been dressing up like Butch Liberty Maverick so much because he is the most
gratifying, sexy, and fun character to dress up as. People whistle at you, people have
more questions and make out with you. No one wants to make out with a CEO ora
Consurmer lol. But they must be given time and space. After midterm | will dedicate time
to figuring out the parts of my selfhood | am less comfortable with - who knows,
perhaps, just like my experience dressing up as Bulch, they may surprise mg.h
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QUALITIES REFLECTED - the consumer LOVES new, pretty things. They are pretty
naive, often biissfully so. They need to read an article abou it before they trust t. They
post about the effects of social media ON instagram. They post a story 1o instagram to
be heard sometimes, if they are lonely. They just want to help, to do their best, but their
ego can get in the way. They spend WAY 100 long worried about their bangs. Only
drinks kombucha. In fove with their phone. Often finds wisdom in everything, but stil
struggles with applying it to real ife.

(&0 of [eleMe e MUSTANG

QUALITIES REFLECTED - can sell airplanes to birds. Very good at presenting and
packaging. A person who is definitely a capitalist at the root - works constantly,
produces, thinks in linear growth, makes the most out of their time. Passionate about
change. Isn't THAT relatable. Comes from money. Becomes apathetic in times where
empathy s too hard to feel. Works within the system. Wants to connect with everyone. |
WANT TO HAVE AS MUCH POWER AS A CEQ

QUALITIES REFLECTED - he is stubbom, and lacks the abily to communicats his
feelings/worries with ther humans at times. He vaiues hard labor though, and truly
§nes %a\ he thinks is best for his. animals. He looks for answers in his. lineage. He is an
iy lenely cowboy, as most cowbays are - maybe Ifs the fact thatther ves are
aways fleeting - that they are afraid to grow attached? Think of Bill the Kid - people
:l::::d like flies, Nowadays, it's horses. He also likes dancing and reflects Robyn's
{that she is trying to drop, but she did 1
for every halloween ages 7-9) s A

FAMOUS QUEER ARTST Repiv APLEY

QUALITIES REFLECTED - rash, fast acting, says words without knowing the meaning.
Has an IMPOSSIBLE time admiting when they are wrong, has a big ego and is
completely unaware of it. Thinks everything they make is genius. Dresses for |
attention/to be a spectacle. Is a creative problem solver. Can talk easily with other
minds, has very romantic ideas about art and themself.
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MY SOUL IS ALONE | ISOLATED HER AND NOW SHE'S ALONE | HAD ENOUGH |
HAD MORE THAN ENOUGH | HAD MY SOUL MUTUAL AND AND | TOOK THAT FOR
GRANTED AND NOW IM BACK TO BEING AN ALONE SOUL AN ALONE SOUL AN
ALONE SOUL A SOUL ALIKE MINE COMES ONCE IN A LIFETIME SO | WILL WAIT
ANOTHER CAN A SOUL BE ALONE AND THRIVE HOW DO | REMEDY My ALONE

SOUL MY ALONE SOUL HOW DO WE PROP OURSELF UP WITHOUT OUR SOUL
MUTUALS

It's time for me to address my distorted
reality,

The puts my ego at the center,

That changes from minute to minute,
person person

My distorted reality that allows for the
perception of myself rule,

That acts out of selfishness
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Loons bobbing in the Columbia: | don't think |
could have been a loon, though | do feel a
connection with them, in their starry backs

and bloody eyes. | am much too impatient

and selfish, and I've never met a selfish loon,
what with their patient fishing and ritualized
bill-dipping and splash-diving. Maybe | will
become a loon in my next life? (A train is

taking me to another plane, to past life
regression):

Of course they may not be loons. Often

times loons don't vﬁigrale to this area until
March or April. But | saw them there, in the
Columbia, bobbing and diving, | saw their

white flecks (like their was snow on their

backs) and I've accepted some beings come |
into our life without their physicality and

they've offered me some spiritual guidance, |
on the day that | was googling advisors to

meet with.
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[Bunday, Feb 2

1sleptin a hotel bed next to my mom and slept more sound than | have siopt in
weeks..... Hmmm am | becoming an Ann Taylor poem? Winnicott's playground? Ugh. |
think because of this, my mood was elevated to a wonderful degree. | even bought
pink-lense sunglasses to preserve it on my way home - keep these rose-colored P 4 y p ]
glasses on! Woah, is this thesis journal becoming just a regular journal? Fuck, | can ¥ '
never seperate my work from my lfel Ugh! 'l keep things @ bit more professionl. | V7 ¢
spent most of the day in a room dedicated to the anatomy of the horse, and asking vets "}/‘W Wiow Y MA‘?P s Iwai b E F Al
ti 1leamed about how geneticall, wild horses and
domesticated horses aren't so differentl Mostly,is ust surviv of the fitest that gives
the mustang a better set and sironger teeth, better BMIs, and smaller hooves. They
have grown used to being on constant alert, and rely heavily on each other. Herd
dynamics are decided quickly, and there is plenty of drama, but many do their jobs and
survive. The skulls were from mustang broken by cowboys in texas. They had never
had their teeth fied (a practice called “floating” which most domesticated horses have
done annually). Though the vet pointed out hooks (or sharp points) and infections in the
teeth, the horses had all lived till 23, 27, 29. Impressive ages. | also went to an
‘aquarium with my mom and sister - | usually avoid them because overcrowded animals
makes me sick to my stomach. But there were many smart scientists there talking about
climate change and the ocean and rising acidity and human activty. | really enjoyed
talking to many professionals who have an empathy with animals and a determination to
cchange the way we treat them.
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enjoy kicking and biting and scratching, but
also napping with my legs tucked under me.
Wildness doesn't feel wild unless its taken
away from you. My thesis is asking people to
understand the core of the mustang, who
they are, have empathy with them and
protect them, because the mustang is also
me. My happiest times growing up were
around fellow horses. | am always very good
at finding their itchiest spots - have been
forever. They gesture to me, “4 inches away
from my withers on the right side - it needs
extra love!”. The mustang and | are just
trying to survive. We flight, and then we fight.
We deceive, we try to outsmart, we prioritize
survival over anything and everything else.
We are both extremely valuable, but people
dont understand us. Are they wild? Are the
native? Are they okay? We are more than a
symbol for consumption, we are beings who
are learning empathy, quietly and carefully. |
will learn Honesty from the mustang.
Mustangs are the most honest creatures to
themselves and their herds.

ROBYN the person in the shower

There are so many traits of mustangs i wish i
had, that i admire, that i wish to grow in. they
are the most resilient animals - they are
careful, maternal, paternal, strong. They form
connections that i cannot relate to as a
human, but hope to. They can easily sort
poisonous plants from nonpoisonous plants.
They love to run and play. Mustangs cuddle
and nuzzle their mutuals

GOD LINDA THIS IS SO HARDIIII
Yes, | know..and you are doing so welll! This writing is excellent, the characters, journals, the
rawness and honesty. The self reflection and mariad of angles and ways through and into the
story. Thank you. LK



